NN T

~

MAR  7196" FQOIAb3Db

WASHSBE%%Y&@d - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00

T

Letters to the Editor

ur Own Curtain

| SLOLY Ou v ry {
“issue sbout the “surprise'|’
. e used by the new Red CLl
. ingse automobile displayed af
the Leipzig Falr is another in
" dleation of the penalties wg
phy for not maintaining an
lkhes of communication wit
Hed China. Some day, nd
dbubt, we shall wake up, sud
“denly aware of our abysma
ignorance about that natio
“ilist as we were jolted b
“1parping the truth about Rus
“sfan advances while the Iro
' urtain was .impenetrable. '
We lcarned ahout 'Russia al
ost overnight—about Rug-
4a's advances in sclence, edy-
dation, In the virtual eliming-
on of illiteracy, and in eeq
'lomic_growth and standards o
"Wving. Much of this {gnorance
Was our own fault; the Irp
“§urtain was held up by bot
dides. !
I found out last summey,
¥hen 1 drove by automobi
or a month in Bulgaria, Hug- - )
ary, Poland, Czechoslovak{a- CPYRGHT
nd East Germany that theje
' kre many things about thede
' Communist states which We
" Rmericans ought to know, For
'dxample, there {8 much mor
Friendliness toward the Wegt
knd Americans than we hid’
" khought possible.
At no time in the month and
In the 2500 miles of driving -
tid we find any anti-Americgn L . -
fecling. We were made to fdel ' ’
welcome; we had no visa pr
frontier problems. We siw
higher living standards thph ‘ _ .
we had expected. There wps
more freedom and fewer Te-
strictiong than we had bepn
led to expect.
1 recommend strongly that
more Americans drive by ¢ar.
into Bulgaria, Poland gnd.
Crechoslovakia so that we mjay ‘ -
know more ahout those Cqm-
munist nations and so they
may know from personal [x-
perience with many Amerii ns
that the stereotypes about|us
Americans are not true. )
Most of all, we ought to [de-
velop some way by which a . .
considerable number of Anjer-
icans may go to China to pe2
firsthand what s happening
in that nation. Until this hap-
pens we shall go on being gur-
prised by such developments
as the new Chinese auto ppe-
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